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every one to go there, joined to the fashion, full of favour and
goodness, with which I had been distinguished by their
Majesties ever since my arrival in Spain, caused a most ridicu-
lous rumour to obtain circulation, and which, to my great
surprise, at once gained much belief.

It was reported there that I was going to quit my position
of ambassador from France, and be declared prime minister of
Spain! The people who had been pleased, apparently, with,
the expense I had kept up, and to whom not one of my suite
had given the slightest cause of complaint, set to crying after
me in the streets; announcing my promotion, displaying joy at
it, and talking of it even in the shops. A number of persons
even assembled round my house to testify to me their pleasure.
I dispersed them as civilly and as quickly as possible, assuring
them the report was not true, and that I was forthwith about
to return to France.

This was nothing more than the truth. I had finished all
my business. It was time to think about setting out. As
soon, however, as I talked about going, there was nothing
which the King and the Queen did not do to detain me. All the
Court, too, did me the favour to express much friendship for
me, and regret at my departure. I admit even that I could
not easily make up my^mind to quit a country where I had
tl-und nothing but fruits and flowers, and to which I was at-
tached, as I shall ever be, by esteem and gratitude. I made at
once a number of farewell visits among the Mends I had been
once acquainted with; and on the 21st of March I had my
] arting state audiences of the King and Queen separately. I
was surprised with the dignity, the precision, and the measure
of the Bang's expressions, as I had been, surprised at my first
audience. I received many marks of personal goodness, and of
regret at my departure, from Ms Catholic Majesty, and from
the Queen even more; from the Prince of the Asturias a good
many also. But in another direction I met with very different
treatment, which I             refrain from describing, however

it may
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